The Medieval Student

The University continued its policy of political
time-serving, and, after the battle of Bosworth Field,
congratulated Henry VII. as fulsomely as it had con-
gratulated Richard III. a few months before. Henry
retorted by demanding the surrender of Robert Still-
ington, Bishop of Bath' and Wells, who was staying
-within the limits of the University. This prelate was
accused of "damnable conjuracies and conspiracies,"
which may have included complicity in the rebellion
of Lambert Siranel. For the future scullion was a
native of Oxford.1 The University prevaricated for a
while; and at last, when hard pressed, they explained
that they would incur the sentence of excommunication
if they used force against a prekte of the Catholic
Church. The King then took the matter into his own
hands, and committed the offender to prison at Windsor
for the remainder of his life. Henry soon afterwards
visited Oxford, offered a noble in the chapel of
Magdalen College, and, by way of marking his approval
of the University3 undertook the maintenance of two
students at Oxford. In 1493 he established at Uni-
versity College an obit for the widow of Warwick the
king-maker.

Some years later, in 1504, he endowed the Uni-
versity with ten pounds a year in perpetuity for a
religious service to be held in memory of him and his
wife and of his parents. On the anniversary of his
burial a hearse, covered with rich stuff, was to be set
up in the middle of S. Mary's Church before the great
crucifix, and there the Chancellor, the masters and the
scholars were to recite certain specified prayers.
Among the articles in the custody of the verger of the
University is a very fine ancient pall of rich cloth of
gold, embroidered with the arms and badges of Henry
VII., the Tudor rose and the portcullis, that typify the
union of the houses of York and Lancaster. Penurious

1 He was son of an Oxford joiner who probably helped to
build the organ of Merton Chapel.
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